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agreeable ones: so, e. g., the distillation of the "spirit of wine"
from the wine itself; the separation of the "subtle principle",
the aroma, from spices which were among the earliest articles of
barter and commerce during antiquity; and which as products
of nature agreeable to the gods, were offered as sacrifices in
religious ceremonies, and were also used in the embalming of
the dead.

It is especially this use of spices and of aromatic plant
products by the priests, those promoters and supporters of
natural science during antiquity, that renders it probable that
their knowledge was early applied to the production, and pre-
paration of the spices which were used in the sacrifices and in
embalming. Whether a beginning in the preparation of the
aromatic principles of plants, our modern volatile oils, was made
previous to early Hindoo and Egyptian civilization, does not
become apparent from the oldest documents. Even the Bible,
which gives so much information concerning the customs of the
jews, makes no other statements than those pertaining to the
spices and aromatics used in various countries. The early
preparation and utilization of the more common metals would
indicate that furnaces and other apparatus for heating were
used in a variety of ways. One may suppose, therefore, that
they were gradually used in primitive attempts to separate the
spirit from wine, from other fermented fruit juices and honey;
also the aromatic principles from spices, balsams and oleoresins.
These crude experiments may be considered as constituting the
first stages in the art of distillation.

The Egyptians, owing to the continuity of their early and
highly developed civilization and to the preservation of their
monuments and literary productions, are generally considered
as standing at the portals of history. With reference to time,
however, the Chinese and Aryans are probably the oldest peoples.
These races, with whom civilization seems to have had its
beginning, lived in central and southern Asia, a mountainous
district favored with a mild climate and a- luxuriant vegetation
rich in useful and spicy products. Our knowledge of the peoples
who first occupied this wide territory is but legendary. Con-
cerning their industrial and technical accomplishments but little
definite information has come down to us. These Chinese and